
Supporting Binders 
 

1. Build a Strong Foundation: 
 

➢ Start with the basics - Let the students know what dividers 
you will require for your class. Give the students specific 
expectations, for example, you may say, “We will be writing a 
reflection after each lab, so be sure to put the completed 
reflection behind the Reflection tab.” 

 
➢ Practice together - Conduct a binder check together for your 

section of the binder. Check for complete understanding of the 
expectations. We want to help students use their binder as a 
learning tool to help them stay organized. The goal is to build 
success, not to make this a “gotcha”. 

 
➢ Check for understanding - Students need to understand the 

“Why” behind the maintenance of this organizational tool. Talk 
about their needs. Discuss how this tool can help them be 
successful in their academic life. Try to move from “buy-in” to 
belief; students will set aside time to work on routines if they 
believe and start to see the fruits of their labor. 

 
2. Binder Maintenance: 

 
➢ Discuss - Have students create a “Top 10” Do’s to help maintain 

the binder.  
 

➢ Collaborate - Assign students a “Binder Mentor” to help them 
understand how to maintain the binder when you see a 
student is struggling to stay to organized.  



➢ Praise - Practice positive reinforcement with your students. 
Praise students who are successfully maintaining the binder 
and, as a result, are making better grades because they are 
easily able to access their notes and assignments for class. 

 
3. Binder Ownership: Inspect what you expect 

 
➢ Shake Test - Just like it sounds. What happens if you shake the 

binder upside down? Goal: don’t have papers fall out. 
 

➢ Musical Chairs - Have students place their binders on their 
desk/table. Have them place a binder check form on top of the 
binder. Students stand up and walk the room while the teacher 
plays music. When the music stops, students stop, sit and grade 
the binder section you identify. Students provide feedback 
(commendations and recommendations) on the form. Repeat 
the steps, as needed. Again, this is not a “gotcha”, but a way to 
support student organization. 

 
➢ Spot Check - Not enough time? Pick one area to provide 

feedback for to make the use of a binder relevant. For example, 
you may need all students to show you their Cornell Notes for 
next week’s exam. Instruct the class to go to their Notes tab to 
show you their notes. Quickly walk the room to check to make 
sure everyone has the set you want them to study for the exam. 

 
*If you want are looking for additional ways to support the use of 
binders in your classroom, please feel free to email Pamela Salazar, 
Ashland Pingue, or Dalia Johnston. We are here to support all 
students and teachers.  
 
 


