
 
Colloquium Summer Reading English I PAP 2018-19 

Google Classroom Code: asdk1qd 
 

 

The Novel:  

 
1) The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck 

 
The Good Earth Assignment 1: 

Step 1: Read and enjoy the book!  

Step 2: Create a digital booklet (see example on next page) of ten significant moments from the novel. 

These should not simply be quotes, but passages (i.e. 3-5 lines of text) that are important to the novel as 

a whole. Once you have picked your passages, you will need to write a thorough explanation of why each of 

these moments are in fact significant. At least three significant moments should come from each third of the 

book to demonstrate your understanding of the entirety of the novel. Your explanations may focus on the 

following:  

 

• How does this passage reveal a truth about a character, the theme of the novel, or life in general? 

• Does this passage indicate a major change in the character, plot, tone, etc? 

• How does this passage demonstrate the writer’s use of major literary devices (i.e. metaphor, simile, 

repetition, alliteration, imagery, allusion, etc.)? 

 

You do not have to discuss all of these in each entry, they are meant to be a starting point for your thinking.  

 

What do booklet entries include?  

The explanation of a quotation’s significance is typically a paragraph or two in length. To see some models 

of entries that utilize thorough explanations and proper MLA citations, please take a look at the samples on 

the following page. 

 

How will I be graded on this assignment?  

This assignment will count as a grade for the first 9 weeks grading period.  

You will be assessed on the following criteria:  

• The assignment is complete and typed using proper MLA in-text citations.  

   (10 significant moments and 10  explanations).  

• Your explanations demonstrate your ability to analyze elements of fiction.  

• Explanations reveal thoughtfulness (insightful, interesting) and thoroughness (detailed, well-written  

               and clear).  

 

When is this assignment due?  

Significant Moment Booklets will be due on the Google Classroom on August 22nd. You should click on the 

assignment and then create a google doc. If you have trouble with this process, please email Ms. Aten @ 

katharine.aten@ecisd.net  

 

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of keeping your colloquium deadlines at the top of your list of 

priorities this summer. Late work will yield consequences and will not be tolerated. If you have extenuating 

circumstances that prevent you from meeting your summer reading deadline, please communicate with Ms. 

Aten and Mrs. Hawthorn as soon as possible.  

 

 

There will be additional class assignments that connect to The Good Earth, so be ready to discuss when you 

return! 
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Sample Entry 1:  

Significant Moment:  

“The sun was beginning to pull the curtains on the day. It was a placid explosion of orange and red, a great chromatic 

symphony, a colour canvas of supernatural proportions, truly a splendid Pacific sunset, quite wasted on me” (124).  

 

Explanation of Significance:  

This image captures a personified sun in the middle of a metaphor, “pull[ing] the curtains on the day” like one might end 

a play. It’s interesting that what is real, nature, is being compared to something imagined or make-believe – like actors on 

a stage. In fact, there are several contradictions in the passage. The imagery of a natural phenomenon, a sunset, is 

compared to man-made works of art like drama, music, and art. The “explosion of orange and red” is also described as 

“placid,” meaning calm. The narrator uses language to describe things merging together (curtains, a symphony, a canvas 

on which brushstrokes exist together), while he is actually quite removed from the event. The layers of the metaphor all 

end with the abrupt phrase “quite wasted on me.” On some level he realizes what he is missing in life, but staying 

alive—survival—is his only reality.  

 

Sample Entry 2:  

Significant Moment:  

“The hippos. With those soft, flabby mouths of theirs they’ll crush your body to a bloody pulp” (46).  

Explanation of Significance:  

Martel contrasts words like “soft” and “flabby” with more violent diction like “crush” and “bloody pulp.” This is similar to 

his description of “cuddly” bears that can scoop your innards out with one strike of the claw! The beginning of the 

sentence softens the reader and makes the hippo sound lovable, but the second half of the sentence horrifies the reader.  

 
 

Reminder:  

You should have a total of 10 entries in your Significant Moment Booklet. (These entries should span the 

entire novel and should not all be from the same section.)  

 

You must type your entries. Please format your information in paragraph form like the sample entries above.  

 

Under no circumstances should you refer to any Internet study guides or novel units such as spark notes to 

select your quotes or moments! The selections should indicate YOUR original thought and analysis of the 

significance of your selections. 

 

 

I can’t wait to see what you create this summer! 

 

 

Do you have any questions?  

 

If you have any questions this summer about this assignment, we want you to feel free to contact Ms. Aten at 

katharine.aten@ecisd.net or send a message on the Google Classroom. Though I will not be your Colloquium 

teacher next year, I will forward your work to the new 9th grade addition to the Colloquium family. Please 

look out for a google classroom message with his/her contact information later this summer! 


