
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Based Grading FAQ’s 
 

At HMS, we envision a student-friendly report card with clearly defined learning 
outcomes aligned to high quality, balanced assessments that will bridge our elementary 
and high school grading formats. TxGradebook will report meaningful feedback so both 
students and parents can track student progress toward mastery of key academic 
concepts, reflect upon strengths and weaknesses, and identify multiple pathways to 
deeper learning. 
 
What is Standards Based Grading? 
Standards based grading communicates how students are performing on a set of clearly 
defined learning goals called Skillsets. The purpose of standards based grading is to 
identify what a student knows, or is able to do, in relation to pre-establish learning 
targets, as opposed to simply averaging grades/scores over the course of a grading 
period, which can mask what a student has learned, or not learned, in a specific course. 
 
How does Standards Based Grading differ from traditional grading? 
Unlike with traditional grading systems, a standards based grading system measures a 
student’s mastery of grade level standards by prioritizing the most recent, consistent 
level of performance. Thus a student, who may have struggled at the beginning of a 
course, when first encountering new material, may still be able to demonstrate mastery 
of key content/concepts by the end of a grading period. In a traditional grading system, 
a student’s performance for an entire quarter is averaged together.  Early quiz scores 
that were low would be averaged together with more proficient performance later in the 
course, resulting in a lower overall grade than current performance indicates. 
 
Standards based report cards separate academic performance from work habits and 
behavior in order to provide parents a more accurate view of a student’s progress in 
both academic and behavioral areas. Variables such as effort, participation, timeliness, 
cooperation, attitude and attendance are reported separately and not as an indicator of 
a student’s academic performance. 
 
How are my child’s marks determined? 
A student’s performance on a series of assessments will be used to determine a 
student’s overall grade in a course. Practice assignments are just that, practice, and 
thus should serve primarily as a source of feedback and instructional support for both 
students and teachers. Scores on practice assignments should not be used as a major 



component of a student’s academic grade. Teachers may require students to complete 
all of their practice work prior to allowing them to take, or retake, an assessment. 
 
What will each of the numbers in the 5 point scale represent? 
A score of (5) would indicate that a student exceeds a standard by consistently 
demonstrating an advanced level of understanding and/or the ability to apply their 
knowledge at a higher level. 
 
A score of (4) would indicate that a student has independently achieved the standard. 
The student demonstrates mastery of the standard. 
 
A score of (3) would indicate that a student is developing an understanding of a 
standard, but still may be in need of additional instruction and/or support for skill 
mastery. 
 
A score of (2) would indicate minimal understanding of a standard. The student shows 
limited evidence of understanding the standard and requires teacher intervention and 
reinforcement of application. 
 
A score of (1) would indicate no understanding of a standard, an inability to accomplish 
tasks and requires consistent re-teaching.  
 
Is it possible to achieve a grade of 5? 
Yes it is. However, a score of (5) indicates performance that is consistently above what 
is expected for mastery at that point in the school year. Level 5 work would indicate a 
much deeper understanding of a standard, the ability to apply that knowledge, make 
connections and extend learning beyond the targeted goal.  
	

How can I track my student’s grades? 
Parents and students have access to their grades, attendance, etc through txConnect.  
Parents will need a portal ID to create their account. We highly encourage both parent 
and student to access txConnect regularly. Specific questions should be directed to 
your student’s teacher.  
 
For additional information or questions please feel free to contact Heritage at 210-648-
4546 by phone or email Mary Alice McCulloch, Principal at mary.mculloch@ecisd.net or  
Cathy Cook, Academic Dean at cathy.cook@ecisd.net. 
 
	


